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A preschool child with a disability is entitled to all the rights and
protections guaranteed under Part B of the IDEA, including the

right to be educated in the least restrictive environment
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Part B least restrictive environment requirements include a strong

preference for educating children with disabilities in regular classe
alongside their peers without disabilities.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

USDE Guidance on LRE

January %, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to reaffirm the position of the U.S. Department of Education (ED or Department) A U S D E G u | d an C ear C 0O | | eague

that all yvoung children wiath disabilities should have access to inclusive high-quality early

childhood programs where they are provided with individualized and appropriate supports to Lette I (D C L) e | ate d tO P rescCc h 00 |

enable them to meet high expectations. Over the last few years, States and communities have

made progress in expanding early learning opportunities for young children, with all but four Le a.St REStI’I Ctlve E nV| rO n m e n tS
States investing in free public preschool pmbrmms_' The Federal government, while aligning with ( ) (

the movement of States, has led several efforts to increase access to and the quality of early - L R E, . P D Fi$s u ed ‘J an u ary 20 17
childhood programs, such as the Preschool Development Grants and expansion of Head Start.

States have focused on improving the quality of early learning programs, including the A D eSC rl bes th e | m po rtan Ce Of

development of early learning program standards and incorporating these into Quality Rating and

improvement Systems (QRIS)” preschool inclusion and outlines
In September 2015, ED and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued a p reSC h OOl Ieast reStrl Ctlve

policy statement on promoling inclusion in early childhood programs to set a vision on this 1ssue . .
and provide recommendations to States, local educational agencies {LEAs), schools, and public e nVI rO n m e nt req U I re m e ntS .
and private early childhood pmgrﬂmﬁ.l Despite the expansion of early childhood programs, there
has not yet been a proportionate expansion of inclusive early learning opportunities for young
children with disabilities. Given this concern and the ED-HHS policy statement on early
childhood inclusion, the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is updating the February
29, 2012, Dear Colleacue Letter (DCL) to reaffiem our commitment to inclusive oreschool |



https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/policy_speced_guid_idea_memosdcltrs_preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf
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A. Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special
education and related services in the regular early childhood program.

Improvement = More Children with Disabilities Attending a Regular Early Childhood Progran

e}

B. Separate special education class, separate school, or residential
facility.

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in a Separate Class Setti

ng

C. Recelving special education and related services in the home.

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in the Home Setting
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New York California Florida Pennsylvania lllinois Texas Ohio

2015 2016 mm?2017 == 2018 - - 2018 National Mean 20%

6B: State Comparison Reported Data from the APR
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6B: Separate Class 18 % Targ st< Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting

22.4% No Cohort Met Target

Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander
(Student Count = 11)

Multiracial

0
(Student Count = 411) 23.5%

Hispanic or Latino

0,
(Student Count = 5,166) 42.1%

Black or African American

0
(Student Count = 2,588) 44.9%

Asian
(Student Count = 1,062)

American Indian or Alaska Native

0
(Student Count = 146) A47.7%

White

(Student Count = 5,042) 2

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: 41.5%
|
|
|
|
|
@.3%
|

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0% 45.0% 50.0%

2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Target
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6B: Separate Class 18 % Targ 5< Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting
|
LOW NEEDS 122.5%
|
|
AVERAGE NEEDS 18.9%
|
|
RURAL HIGH NEEDS 10.4% :
|
URBAN/SUBURBAN/ l
0
HIGH NEEDS : Zizn
|
LARGE CITY 122 4%
|
|
NEW YORK CITY! : 45.8%
|
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Targets
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separate school, or residential facility

County Level Data Minimum Value Maximum Value
Met Target 0% 18%

Did not Meet Target (Within 25%) 18.1% 22.5%
22.6% 100.0%

10 2019 Reported Data Equated to the 2020 Measurement Compared to the 2019 APR Target
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Promoting Preschool Inclusion in PreK Program4#=s,

Joint NYSED guidance issued in July 2021
OEOI AA O3AEITIT $EOOO
Preschool Inclusion in Publicly Funded

0O OAEEI AAOCAOOAT j 00OA
This guidance outlines:

Athat publicly funded PreK programs
must be leveraged to meet preschool
least restrictive environment
responsibilities; and

A ensure meaningful preschool inclusion.
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/documents/school-district-responsibilities-for-preschool-inclusion-in-publicly-funded-prekindergarten-.pdf

